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Definitions

Å Refugee: fear of persecution; basis of race, religion, nationality, social group or 

political opinion; outside country of nationality; unable/unwilling to avail to 

protection or to return

Å Internally Displaced Person (IDP): forced to flee home or place of habitual 

residence; affected by: armed conflict, situations of generalised violence, 

violations of human rights or natural or human-made disasters; not crossed 

internationally recognised State border

Å IOM definition of Environmental Migrant: obliged/choose to leave habitual 

home; sudden or progressive changes in the environment; temporarily or 

permanently; move within territory or abroad

Å Forum definition of Climate Displaced Person (CDP): predominantly 

involuntarily forced to move or displaced due to climate change impacts and 

shocks; permanently or temporarily



Numbers of Climate Displaced Persons

Source Current Future 

Global 

Humanitaria

n Forum 

26 mio. Å 160 mio. living in low lying areas at risk of flooding    

from storm surges. 

Å 135 mio. at risk of displacement by desertification. 

Å 60 mio. estimated to move from desertified areas 

of Africa and Europe by 2020.  

Norwegian 

Refugee 

Council/NRC 

(and OCHA)

20 mio. 

displaced in 

2008 alone -

NRC

Å  146 mio. living in areas with elevation less than 

one meter above sea level.

Å 1 mio.+ people living in the Ganges-Brahmaputra, 

Mekong and Nile deltas affected

Christian Aid 25 mio. (2007) 

all natural 

disasters

Å250 mio. by 2050

IPCC and 

Stern 

Review

Å150 ï200 mio. permanently displaced by rising 

sea-levels, floods and droughts by 2050.

World Bank Å56 mio. in 84 developing countries displaced by 

sea levels rising a single meter. 



Global Comparisons

*  UNHCR

** Christian Aid

*** NRC-IDMC-OCHA/Global Humanitarian Forum

Refugees and asylum seekers: 16 mio.*  (2008)

Internally Displaced (IDPs): 26 mio.*  (2008)

Forcibly Displaced: 163 million* 

(2007)

CDPs: 20/26 mio.** 

(2008/10)


